
COVID-19 Reporting Guidance for Schools

For all situations, the Building COVID-19 Coordinator will notify School District COVID-19 Coordinator and contact BFHD Schools Team per District Policy. 

Clean, disinfect, and ventilate contact 
areas.

Confirmed POSITIVE
Student/Staff/Visitor

Positive 
Test

Negative 
Test

Return to school following CDC/OSPI Guidance.

Student/Staff/Visitor TESTED for COVID-19

Record in log, along with list of 
CLOSE CONTACTS. 

Call parent/guardian (if student) 
and arrange for transportation 
home if at school. Refer for testing.

Isolate symptomatic person. Use 
PPE and supervise as needed.

Student/Staff/Visitor with 
SIGNS/SYMPTOMS

Clean, disinfect, and ventilate 
contact areas.

Tested Student/Staff/Visitor isolates while 
awaiting test results.

School records CLOSE CONTACTS,
notifies of quarantine procedures, 
and refers for testing. 

School COVID-19 Building Contact 
works with BFHD Schools Team on 
outbreak mitigation procedures.



COVID-19 Return to School Guidance

Situation Return to school

Positive Test and Symptoms • 10 days after symptoms started and
• At least 24 hrs fever free (without use of fever-

reducing medication) and
• Other symptoms have improved

Positive Test, No Symptoms • 10 days after test collection date

Negative Test and Symptoms • 10 days after test collection date
• 24 hrs fever free (without use of fever-reducing

medication) and
• Other symptoms have improved

Close Contact with Positive Case and 
Symptoms

• 10 days after symptoms started and
• At least 24 hrs fever free (without use of fever-

reducing medication) and
• Other symptoms have improved

Close Contact with Positive Case, No 
Symptoms

• 14 days after last contact with positive case

Symptoms without Test • 14 days after symptoms started and
• 24 hrs fever free (without use of fever-reducing

medication) and
• Other symptoms have improved

COVID-19 Signs/Symptoms 
(not related to another condition)

• Fever (100.4 F or higher) or chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath/difficulty 

breathing 
• Unusual fatigue
• Muscle or body aches
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea

Updated 8/26/20 – References: WA DOH, CDC

Close Contact: Individuals within 6 ft for 15 
or more minutes to a confirmed case during 
the infectious period

Infectious Period: Begins 48 hrs prior to 
symptom onset

Outbreak: Two or more positive cases in a 
school linked by time and place 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html

